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AWARD WINNING AUTHOR DAVID MACAULAY TO TALK ABOUT JUNCTION OF ART AND SCIENCE TO BENEFIT NEW MUSEUM
Pawtucket, R.I., January 21, 2011 -- MacArthur Genius and Caldecott Award winning author David Macaulay will give an informal talk about the junction of art and science at a fundraising event at Slater Mill on Thursday, February 24th starting at 5:30pm.  This event will help support an exhibition that the Rhode Island Museum of Science and Art (RIMOSA) is installing this March at Slater Mill’s gallery in the Blackstone Valley Visitor’s Center – across the street from the Mill.  “We are so delighted to have David Macaulay speak” said RIMOSA board member Bonnie Epstein “He is a personal hero to many of us on the RIMOSA board, and we feel he truly embodies the combination of art, science and curiosity that inspires us.”  
In addition to David Macaulay’s talk, event guests will be able to interact with some of the unique, hands-on exhibits built for this new museum, listen to music from Community Musicworks, see “science shorts” by performing artist Marvelous Marvin and more.  For more information on RIMOSA, or to purchase tickets for this event, see the RIMOSA website at www.RIMOSA.org.
The Rhode Island Museum of Science and Art (RIMOSA) is a 501-c-3 organization dedicated to creating a hands-on, interactive museum in Rhode Island for older children - those who have graduated from the Providence Children's Museum.  It will be a place where they can explore, create and imagine.  Currently, RIMOSA is a "museum without walls".  They don’t have a permanent site yet, but are making and testing exhibits and programs to provide proof of concept.  You may have already played with one of RIMOSA’s interactive installations at Foo Fest, Maker Faire or Waterfire this summer.  Or perhaps you have participated in one of their outreach programs for schools, libraries, or other organizations.  If not – keep your eyes out for one, as  RIMOSA is growing!

Their next big project is a five-exhibit installation at the Blackstone Visitor’s Center gallery from March through mid-April, 2011.  It is entitled "Metamorphosis: Transfer of Energy", and it allows visitors to engage with gears, waves and more, as RIMOSA interprets the flow of energy at Slater Mill from the Blackstone River through machinery, cogs and people to textiles.  After about two months at the gallery, the installation will be taken apart and the exhibits will be sent individually to public libraries throughout the state, to bring RIMOSA’s unique science/art interactions to as many Rhode Islanders as possible.

RIMOSA has already received generous funding from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts and the June Rockwell Levy Foundation for this exhibition, which will cover a portion of the entire exhibitions costs.  RIMOSA is seeking a variety of other funding sources –both for exhibit construction and for the programming that links the exhibits to school curriculum.
